
Columbia County  
Tourist Development Council  

Meeting 
Wednesday, March 19, 2014, 12:00 pm 

Columbia County Tourist Development Office 
971 W. Duval Street, Suite 145 

Lake City, Florida 32055 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

 Call to Order 

 Roll Call 

 Introduction of Guests 

 Approval of March 5, 2014 Special Meeting minutes 

 Staff Reports 

 Bed Tax and Smith Travel Report 

 Financial Report 

 Operations Report 

 Marketing Update  

 Trade Shows 

 Brand USA International (German) Video 

 Southside Recreation Complex update  

 Old Business  

 TDC Open Staff Positions 

 Harvey Campbell Retirement Reception 

 New Business 

 Approval of DEO Grant - $35,000 

 Approval of Columbia County Resources Funding Request - $5,000 

 Adjournment 

 

 



Minutes of the Columbia County Tourist Development Council special meeting held on Wednesday, 
March 5, 2014, 10:00 a.m., Columbia County TDC Conference Room, 971 West Duval Street, Lake 
City, FL 32055. 

 
Call to Order:   Chairman Ron Williams called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m. and welcomed the 
board members, staff and guests to the meeting. 
 
Roll Call:  TDC board members in attendance were Mike Collins, Brian Bickel, Scarlet Frisina, Nick 
Patel and Ron Williams. Members absent were Zach Paulk, Cecil Shaw, Nupur Shukla and Mahendra 
Patel.  Staff in attendance included Paulette Lord and Lori Regan.  A quorum was in attendance. 
 
Approve Minutes: Minutes of the Wednesday, February 19, 2014, TDC meeting were distributed to 
the board for review, editing or approval. A motion was made by Scarlet Frisina, second by Mike 
Collins to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved. 
 
Bed Tax & Smith Travel Reports: The latest Smith Travel Report was distributed and discussed at the 
February 19th meeting.  Final numbers for bed tax collections for 2013 were distributed and clarification 
of the report data was discussed.  Nick Patel stated that the hotel industry in the area was still 
recovering but had stabilized.  He expects numbers to return to 2007 levels by next year. 
 
Old Business 
 
Commissioner Ron Williams stated the purpose of the special meeting was to talk about the Sports 
Marketing Director position.  Nick Patel gave the status update for the sub-committee.  He stated that 
during his last meeting with Dale Williams about the position it was determined that it should be part-
time, but that things had changed because of Harvey Campbell’s retirement.  Commissioner Williams 
stated he was very concerned about what was going on in neighboring counties as it related to sports.  
Changes have been made to correct the problems at the Newberry sports facility and Clay County just 
announced they are planning to build a $28-million dollar sports complex.  A lengthy discussion 
between all members followed.  It was established that a permanent full-time Sports Marketing Director 
was needed to maintain current tournament promoter relations, bring new ball tournaments to the 
improved complex, identify and procure other types of sporting events to bring to our area and to 
ensure the funds allocated for sports tourism are properly managed.    Nick Patel voiced a concern 
about the way TDC sports tourism funds were currently being spent and suggested that separate 
accounts for the Landscape and Parks Department might be needed to ensure legal expenditures. A 
motion was made by Brian Bickle, second by Nick Patel to make the following changes:  The position 
would be a full time position rather than part time temporary; the training and experience should read 
“Bachelor’s degree in sports management, business, advertising, marketing or a related field or 
equivalent experience”; and, the salary should read “negotiable (or $27,851.00—to an amount Dale 
feels is appropriate.  The motion was approved. 
 
Adjournment: There being no additional business to come in front of the TDC board at this time, 
Chairman Ron Williams declared the meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 
 

 


